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and 2000. This is expected to change with the construction of the Space Experiment 
Research and Processing Laboratory (SERPL), which is expected to combine 
resources of universities, NASA, and industry to meet the anticipated increase in 
scientific and technological ground support associated with the International Space 
Station. SERPL will add 100,000 gross square feet / 62,000 net square feet of R&D 
space, and is expected to be operational by mid-2003. 
 

Figure VI-5 
KSC R&D Facility Growth 

Note: For square footage where the year of construction was unknown, square footage was distributed equally among the 60s, 70s, 
80s. 

Industry and University Research and Development in Florida 

Private sector expenditures on research and development have an impact on the land 
use plan for Cape Canaveral Spaceport because those research and development 
programs that relate to the space industry may wish to relocate to the Cape to take 
advantage of close proximity to the spaceport. 
 
Because federal government research and development expenditures have remained 
relatively flat since 1993, industry and university research and development 
expenditures are likely to be the major source of growth in laboratory facilities at Cape 
Canaveral. From 1993 to 2000, national expenditures by industry for research grew 
50% and university expenditures grew 30%. Between 1991 and 2000, resources spent 
nationally on basic research increased 90% while applied research spending rose by 
39%.  
 
Growth in funding within the state of Florida outpaces even the national levels 
discussed above. Industry expenditures grew 54% from 1987 to 1998 while university 
expenditures grew 155% over the same period. In a similar fashion, funding for Florida 
Atlantic University’s Communications Space Technology Center grew from $1.5 million 
in 1992 to $4.4 million in 2000, with expected funding for 2002 reaching $5.5 million. 
This Commercial Space Center’s (CSC) budget is especially important, since they have 
expressed an interest in establishing a presence at Cape Canaveral Spaceport of up to 
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